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#2 = BASIC HELPS AND _______________ FOR BIBLE STUDY



These lessons all go together and will build us up brick by brick in understanding how to study the Bible.
As we progress through these studies, they will get more and more practical.

HELPS FOR BIBLE STUDY (How GOD helps us in our study)
1. God uses clear ___________.
a. God is not trying to hide His message from us. The Bible is His _____________ to us.
b. God wants us to know His will and we should read the Bible with the belief that God wants us to
understand what has been written.
2. God repeated common _________ throughout Scripture.
a. It may seem like there are unrelated themes throughout the Bible, but you will notice how God
weaves everything together the more you study.
b. What is the main theme of the Bible? Jesus Christ and His ____________.
3. God gave us the ______________ to teach us. (John 14:26)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR BIBLE STUDY
1. You must be ________.
a. The Bible is a spiritual Book with _________ language that only saved people will understand.
b. I Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
2. You must have a _______ for the Bible.
a. I Peter 2:2, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:”
b. Job 23:12, “…I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food.”
c. Without love, desire, or a spiritual appetite, you are going to miss much of what you could learn.
d. You need to love the Bible more than you love ________ about the Bible.
e. “Study of the Word stimulates love for the Word.” -- R. A. Torrey
3. You must be willing to _______ hard.
a. Pro. 2:1-5 = You have to dig!
b. “Seeking for silver and searching for hidden treasure means hard work, and the one who wishes to
get not only the silver but the gold as well out of the Bible must make up his mind to dig.” -- Torrey
c. To get the most out of Bible study, it takes observation, interpretation, _____________, and
application.
d. What does “digging” look like? = Sometimes it is cross referencing passages, reading the same
passage several times, defining words and phrases, looking for repeated themes, outlining a
passage to understand the message better, looking all around the text for the context, comparing
Scripture with Scripture, thinking through what the text means and applying it to your life,
meditating on a specific thought until the Holy Spirit unlocks a truth for you, checking
commentaries to understand a meaning, reading about the manners and customs of the time
period of the passage you are studying, looking at historical records of the time period, researching
distances between cities, researching land formations in current or ancient Israel, and so on!
4. You must determine to _______.
a. This means that you have to read the Word already deciding that you will obey what it says. It
means that you need to surrender your will to God as you read.

b. John 7:17, “If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or
whether I speak of myself.”
c. Whenever God reveals a truth to you, you are to obey as soon as it is revealed.
d. James 1:22-25
e. “Truth obeyed leads to more truth. Truth disobeyed destroys the capacity for discovering truth…
Use, and you get more; refuse, and you lose all.” – Torrey
5. You must read with ________.
a. Matthew 11:25, “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.”
b. We need to recognize our own ____________ and our need for the Holy Spirit to teach us.
c. We are not supposed to come up with what we believe and then look to the Bible to support it. We
look to the Bible and believe what it says.
6. You must study the Bible for application and _________________, not just for information or gratification.
a. The goal of Bible study is not to be smarter than others or impress people with your knowledge of
the Word. The goal is transformation!
b. Don’t read the Bible for ________________.
c. God wants to transform ______. He has a message for ______.
Take your time with your Bible this week!
Take time to listen to the Holy Spirit speak to you and teach you!

